BMW Car Club of America Sonora Chapter

Bob Napier’s 2002 still looks great!

Important notice

Unless you choose to “OPT-IN” to receive a print copy of the newsletter, this is the last one you will
receive via USPS mail. The benefits of the digital version are many: it is interactive, it is in color, and
we can use full-color without added cost. This format change also will save the club significant money
in printing and mailing costs. If you want a print version, it's easy for you to do so from your home com-
puter, and you can even print it out in full-color, that way. To opt-in & have Die Ziindkerze mailed to your
postal address, please send a written note with your name, member number, and complete address
to the club PO box listed on the back cover. Please note that the printed newsletter we send will be a
black & white version as usual. Thanks!
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WHAT'S NEW

CONTENT

Interactive format for
newsletter - paper to be
discontinued

__—" AND
LOTS OF NEW
- CHANGES GOING ON
_— WITH THE NEWSLETTER -
STARTING WITH THE PREVIOUS ISSUE,
WE HAVE BEGUN A NEW INTERACTIVE FORMAT.
Our new digital newsletter allows you to read
the digital version just like a paper magazine,
and the html format allows for a small file-size
with full color. THE PAPER VERSION IS LARGELY
DISCONTINUED - be sure to email webmistress@
bmwccasonora.com to get on the email list if you
are not already receiving club email.

You can take advantage of the interactive
format by clicking on any page number/title in
the “content’section to the right. In-text links are
in red, and clicking linked advertisements will
take you to the business website.

***READ THE DALLAS CONGRESS NOTES on
Page 11 & THE EDITOR’S NOTES on Page 12 ***
We hope you continue to enjoy our new look!

Don't forget to LIKE our Facebook page -
http://www.facebook.com/SonoraBMWCCA
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The FINE PRINT: Editor: Quentin Peterson
Webmistress: Julia Olsen-Peterson

Information is correct at press time (as far as the
discerning eye can tell...)

BMW Roadside Assistance, now currently ranked
#1 by JD Power & Associates, is available to

all BMW CCA members for an upgrade fee to
membership - and it has lots of extras to make

it worthwhile! For membership benefits see
http://www.bmwcca.org/index

Your BMW CCA membership entitles you to
discounts with car rentals with Avis & Hertz
AVIS 800-831-2847 Code: AWD#L358190 HERTZ
800-654-3131

code: CPD-ID#289425

If you would like to get email reminders of
chapter activities, please notify us by sending a
message to: webmistress@bmwccasonora.com
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PRESIDENT'S PAGE

Lenny Napier
President

As we look back on a busy 2011, | am
pleased at the changes we have made to the
Sonora Chapter. We added new members
throughout the whole year and nearly doubled
the amount of activities we had done in the
previous year. We also took on designing a new
logo for the chapter to comply with new national
rules. Thanks to the hard work by several board
members we have a great looking new logo; the
new logo will also be on all new club apparel and
it all looks great. BMW as a whole continues to
push the design envelope and we as a club want
to keep pushing our chapter to new areas as well.
From the great design of our new newsletter and
E-newsletter, website, and new apparel, the board
has worked very hard to make the changes we
hope you are all seeing and appreciating.

We have a great list of events that will be taking
place in 2012. The next exciting Sonora Chapter

event is our Annual Banquet that will be held at the

Hilton EI Conquistador Resort on March 10. We
have planned a fun evening with great food and
entertainment that we know all of our members

can enjoy. Make sure to RSVP and mark your
calendars for that date and also keep an eye

on our calendar for the rest of our great events
coming up this year.

Your club is also always looking to you, our
members, to help shape its future and play bigger
roles within the club. It is very important that the
club reflects your interests. What's your favorite
past time you would like to share with your fellow
club members? Are there repairs or modifications
you’ve always wanted to learn about? Is there

a great drive that we're all missing that you may
have found? Without your input these events may
not ever happen, but just speak up to myself or
any board member and we will work hard to make
it happen.

| look forward to having an even better and
exciting 2012 in “The Ultimate Driving Machine.”

The BMW Car Club of America has set up a forum on the national site for each individual club.
Ours is located at http://www.bmwcca.org/node/2380

At this time, there are some national events listed as well as national news. | am planning to move
the blog there in the near future, and also you will find the newsletter archive there within the next
couple months.

By starting with the main site http://www.bmwcca.org/ you can see events for the whole country as
well as news, forums, the Roundel, locate chapters around the country, and visit the Online Forum.

Newsletters will continue to be email blasted in color and linked to our local website:
http://bomwccasonora.org
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2011 SONORA CHAPTER FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Prepared by Charles Watson January, 2012 and submitted to BMW CCA National

WE WANT YOU
TO WRITE FOR DIE ZUNDKERZE
Featured Member: 250 words, about a quarter page
Feature Article: 1,150 words includes one picture, a page
Tutorial: 650 words w/small picture, about a half-page

Article: 1,050 words or less w/pictures, about a page

Send submissions and story ideas to webmistress@bmwccasonora.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

We have a number of events already scheduled or being planned.

Please check the website for more details.

April 21st, 9am tech session at European Auto Tech rsvp to Lenny ~ For the most recent updates to events, see the
Napier, lennynapier@hotmail.com or call 342-8446 (refreshments online calendar

provided) http://www.bmwccasonora.com/calendar.htm

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE

April 28th The Roadrunner Chapter is driving down to Biosphere
2 from Phoenix. We are meeting them in the parking lot. The
event contact is Quentin Peterson. The Biosphere 2 is past Oracle
Junction on His cell # is (520)331-3778, or email: bimmermanu-
sa@netscape.net

Apr 21 Tech Session at European Auto Tech
April 28 join the Roadrunner Chapter at Biosphere 2

May 5 Cinco de Mayo social

May 5 Cinco de Mayo social Time and location to be determined
and email blasted. rsvp to Lennie Napier, lennynapier@hotmail.
com or call 342-8446

May 19 Boyce Thompson Arboretum drive
June 9 Mount Lemmon Sky Center

May 19 We will be driving to the Boyce Thompson Arboretum July 14 Noble Hops
and meeting the Roadrunner chapter. Beth Ritterbusch is the
contact for this event: rsvp and arrange meeting place and drive
details home phone: 795-5667 or email: ritterbb@email.arizona.
edu

August TBD Women's Tech Session

Sept TBD Eastern Arizona Road Trop

June 9 10am-? Picnic at Mount Lemmon’s Syke’s Knob. The
chapter will provide soda, waters and Subway fare...

Please bring a side-dish or dessert to share, and rsvp to:Patti
Thibaut, 906-8116 or email vicepres@bmwccasonora.com

June 9. 5-10pm. Mount Lemmon Sky Center for a night of space O U R A DV E RTI S E RS

exploration and astrophotography with world-renowned as-
trophotographer Adam Block. Contact Julia Olsen-Peterson,
webmistress@bmwccasonora.com for details and to rsvp. There is
an admission charge for this event, and you will have to rsvp.

June 23 Titan missile museum. Details and rsvp to Lenny
Napier, lennynapier@hotmail.com or call 342-8446

July 14.Join us for a mixer/social at Noble Hops. This is a great
time to meet club members and invite BMW

Aug TBD. We are planning a women'’s tech session in Phoenix at
180 automotive. The owner is hostof the

“All girls garage”tv show. Find out more about her at
http://180auto.com

Sept TBD. Road trip with the Roadrunner Chapter through east-
ern Arizona. We are also planning a side trip to the Very Large
Array near Socorro, New Mexico. If you have never been, it's well
worth it (these are the telescops seen in the movie “Contact”).
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PACKING A Z4 VACATION: QUENTIN PETERSON

Julia and | got 12 days of road trip
packed into her MRoadster, and I'm sure
the same applies to a Z3 or Z4. Just be
careful if you have a rear window made
of glass, because If you do, the plastic
support in the trunk has to go into the fully
locked-down position for the convertible
top to come down. Otherwise, you are
driving with the top up, and the trade-off
is just a few more cubic inches of space
with the support in its up-position.

We got a big camera bag in
there too, and more than a few
changes of clothes, the dress
up stuff went in a garment bag
and lay flat over the suitcases
below. Then a casual shirt over
that to shield the bag. It was

a pretty tight fit, but we were
comfortable, and could get to
stuff as we needed.

A little planning goes a long
way, because there isn’t a lot of
room.

This time around on the detailing article, | will be looking at a product that is fairly new on the
detailing landscape and one that | am new to as well. Iron X by CarPro is an acid-free, pH-balanced iron
remover that decontaminates auto paint and wheels. Iron X prevents the spread of iron-related damage
to protect your vehicle from paint system failure. | never thought of having to remove Iron particles from
the finish of an automobile until doing some reading on this product. The traditional way to get any
contaminants off the surface would be to use a heavy wash to remove tar and any other particles. This
would be done using Chemical Guys Citrus wash and clear. You could use something like Dawn or some
other type of dish soap but that not only strips the bad stuff off the paint but also strips essential compounds
of the paint as well. After using Iron X you would move on to using a clay bar to get the surface nice and
clean, or so | thought. | have seen Iron X by CarPro used on a surface that had already been prepared and
clayed and it was still able to remove a lot of particles that were still embedded in the paint surface. One
of the neat things about Iron X is that it turns purple once it bonds and neutralizes the iron particles on the
surface, so you can actually watch it work. Not only does the product work wonders on the paint of your car,
but it is almost a must on wheels and suspension as well. After a wash with Iron X it is recommended that
you follow with a clay bar on the surface and then continue with any paint correction that needs to be done
or just wax or seal the paint with a good long lasting sealant or wax. | hope to have some pictures of the
product at work here soon along with a demonstration at our next tech session.

Our next article will be about another great product.... How would not having to wax your car for the next
2-3 years sound?
As usual, if you have any questions, you can call me at Soul Image Detailing... Lenny Napier



http://awrswheelrepair.com/tucson/
 soulimagedetailing.com 
http://www.bavauto.com/

OUR ADVERTISERS

10

BMW CCA News

Lenny, Ashley and Greg came back from
BMW CCA Congress with news about newsletters.
BMW CCA finally has agreed to allow each chapter
to email newsletters instead of printing one for each
member. While it once was policy that a chapter
must print and mail a newsletter for the membership,
a member could have opted out and received an
email instead. Now, with the new policy, a member
will have to opt in for a newsletter to be mailed.

This will free up significant money for each
chapter, and there ought to be significant returns to
each member who attends chapter events. All the
money the chapter spent getting the printer to gen-
erate a newsletter and then having it bulk-mailed
can now be used to host really neat events. So it
you think your chapter hasn’t delivered a return on
your membership fee, show up at our next chapter
event, and better still, mention an idea you have for
your ideal BMW CCA event. We will work with you to
make it happen. MEMBERSHIP DOESN'T COST, IT
PAYS!IN

Nationally, the club is holding even at around
68,000 members, but an interesting change has
happened to the Sonora Chapter. In the last two
years, our retention rate (the number of members
that renew/total membership) has gone from near
next to last to third place nationally. Thank you for
renewing! Lenny said that alone was the highlight
of the Congress, but he said that there were plenty
of other methods and ideas for building on our
strengths.

Lenny also said that the 2013 Oktoberfest will
be held in Monterrey, California the week after the
Monterrey Historics in mid-August. BMW CCA has
already negotiated a great hotel rate out there at the
Hyatt, and of course there are lots of great drives
between here and there; Laguna Seca is nearby, We
will have more as details become available...

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Board of Directors,
BMW CCA Sonora Chapter, Inc.

President — Lenny Napier
342-8446 lennynapier@hotmail.com

Vice-President - Patti Thibaut
906-8116 vicepres@bmwccasonora.com

Secretary — Greg Mondeau
850-5371 grmondeau@yahoo.com

Treasurer — Quentin Peterson
744-3529 treasurer@bmwccasonora.com

Newsletter Editor — Quentin Peterson
331-3778 bimmermanusa@netscape.net

Membership Chair-Beth Ritterbusch
795-5667 ritterbb@email.arizona.edu

Driving School Contact— Mike Hornisher
577-2785 M3Mike@hotmail.com

If you would like to get email reminders
of chapter activities, please notify us by
sending a message to:
webmistress@bmwccasonora.com

The website of the
BMW Car Club of America, Inc. is
www.bmwcca.org and it has links to this
chapter and all others nationwide

By the way, take a look at our chapter’s
website: www.bmwccasonora.org
And check out the chapter’s blog page too:
http://bmwccasonora.com/wordpress/
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FROM THE EDITOR

This edition of Die
Ziindkerze is going

to be first emailed, in
full-color, to the general
membership, and

then printed in black

& white and ‘snail’-
mailed to everyone on
our membership list.
This will be the last
time our chapter will
have to print and mail a
newsletter. Printing and
mailing is a significant
cost, and the board
would like to return
value to the general
membership in other
ways than killing trees,

so to speak. BMW CCA
no longer requires

us to print and mail a
newsletter, unless a
member specifies that
he or she want one;
before, the rules were
that newsletters had to
be mailed out unless

a member opted out,
and we needed to mail
a minimal number to
retain bulk-mail status
and get the postage
savings. Getting a
printed newsletter now
requires you to “opt-in”
by emailing or calling

the editor. See pagel1...

FEATURED MEMBER

John Ranney first made his living working for a
New Jersey Porsche/Audi dealership. Without getting too
specific, he says that he saw how things could be done bet-
ter, and that was how he came to decide to establish his own
repair shop. Mostly, he realized that how the his workers and
customers were treated would be the single most important
improvement he could offer over his former employer. So,

in 1987, John Ranney started his own repair shop in Avenel,
New Jersey. He called it Euro-Performance, Inc and dubbed it
“Your Alternative to the Dealer”. His wife Birgit worked at the
time for Continental Airlines, and they enjoyed taking flights
out of the cold weather winters to sunny Southern Arizona.
John says that everytime they left the New Jersey winter
behind and arrived here in Tucson, the difference seemed as
if they had left a black & white photo and arrived in a Tech-
nicolor scene. So trading in the snow shovels, snow blowers
and snow plows, John relocated here in Tucson in 1996, and
started European Auto Tech, “Your Alternative to the Dealer”.
He began as a one-man operation, and the business has
grown to eight employees. John says that it's important not to
take anything for granted, and that he tries to treat his em-
ployees and customers the way he would have liked to have
been treated by that dealership back in New Jersey. John and
Birgit now live on three-acres near Golder Ranch in a house
that John built when he wasn't busy tending the store! They
have four cats: three Siamese and one Tabby.

John Ranney supported the
first annual Cops & Rodders Car
Show at Hi Corbett Field. He got
to pose with John Dillinger’s
Thompson .45 submachine gun.

In addition to studying new
troubleshooting and repair
techniques, John has also got-
ten on with Bosch parts; he’s
now a council member, i.e., an
ombudsman, a go-between
with customers and Bosch.

European Auto Tech is one of
ten shops in the country in-
volved in a parts testing pro-
gram with Bosch. Customers
can have certain parts replaced
free of charge and are given com-
pensation for it.

MEMBERSHIP INFO

WANT TO JOIN BMW CCA?
It's easy to join, and if you are a BMW enthusiast,
it's definitely worth it!

You will receive the monthly Roundel, a 120-page
coffee-table magazine, published by BMW CCA,
Inc. Other benefits and services that come with
National Club membership include:

« Discounts on parts & supplies

+ Free advertisements on the BMW CCA website
« Library/video services

«  Expert technical & maintenance advice

But wait, there’s more...You can also sign up
to receive the “Friends of BMW” booklet, listing
members across the country who can assist you ...
OMBUDSMAN advice to help with BMW DEALERS
OR SUPPLIERS Valuable information coordinator
to assist with insurance claims, purchase or sale...
BMW Special Interest Groups (SIG) listed on the
internet...

The newest upgrade is called Membership
“Plus” Roadside Assistance and it pays for
itself, as well as provides peace of mind!

NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP AUTOMICALLY INCLUDES
membership in the Sonora Chapter, and as a
member, you receive every publication of this
newsletter, which features local members,
classifieds, car-related tech-tips & articles, as well
as notice on local club events, including driving
schools, autocross, car shows & club activities!

HERE'S HOW
On the web the membership application is located
here or just go to bmwcca.org and find the ‘join’
button or toll-free phone: (800 ) 878-9292
... have your Visa/ Visa/MC ready...
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The 2012 dinner held at the HIlton El Conquistador was a
great time with friends, good food, music and dancing.
Click image for slide show.

TOOLBOX

Sonora Chapter Toolbox

Availability is subject to reserve: for more information,
or if you have additional tool requests or donations,
please call Mike Hornisher at 327-4981. For club mem-
bers, we have available an assortment of loaner tools,

equipment and some books.

Torque wrench 10-75
ft-lbs

M-engine valve tool
Torx drive set
micrometer

Allen drive set

Strut spring compressor
Metric-drive set

Parts catalog (CD-ROM)
Spark-plug socket
G-Analyst

oil-cartridge remover
Dwell/timing light
windshield trim applicator
lazer-pointer
thermometer
puller

Thin 32mm open-end
wrench

2.6mmX50mm bolts
Oxygen sensor
diagnostic tool

Service interval reset tool

tie-rod

FOR SALE: 1973 BMW 3.0s four-door sedan.
All original except seat upholstery. Well-main-
tained & always garaged. Runs great. Only
97k original miles. Beige/red. Located in Sierra
Vista. Asking $12,900. For additional informa-
tion contact Bob Hazlett at (520)458-7410 or
pilotbob1@cox.net

$200.00 gift certificate for Tucson BMW: will sell for
$150.00. Also a very nice car cover that will fita 3 or 5
series: asking $50.00 for it. Terry Hannig call 829-1147

or email hannig@wbhsi.net

FOR SALE:98 540i, just turned 19,000 miles. Alpine
white with sport package and optional wheels. Pur-

chased new in Tucson and maintained at the BMW deal-
ership. All maintenance records included. Other goodies
are the premium stereo system, with tape and CD player.
The car is like original except for tires and battery. It must
be seen to appreciate.

By appointment only - philkiraly@aol.com

1973 2002 with 180k miles. Well-maintained with
lots of new parts and all records $10,200

Chris Murray (520)429-2266 $15,500.
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HELLO EVERYBODY ! This is my first of a “semi-regular” sectiion on car and driving related technologies.
This month, | will feature a brief discussion of car-related GPS apps for iPhone/iPad and Android. Since
most of us depend on our smartphones for so many things beyond the “phone” part, | want to share some
of my favorites as well as suggestions for choosign appropriate apps, for your consideration.

For travel, unless you have a GPS equipped car, you absolutely have to have GPS mapping. Yes,
you can purchase a dedicated GPS, but most smartphones have integrated GPS as does any iPad with
GSM. | know cell carriers would like to charge you a monthly fee for using their mapping service — but it's
not necessary! For my use, | like to have a navigation app that minimally will quickly map a route to where
i'm going (and preferably alternate routes as well), will give me a time estimate (assuming | go posted
speeds) and has voice navigation built in.

A lot of my professional travel involves finding unknown addresses in unfamiliar loca-

tions, so when using Android | find Google Navigation to be indispensible — plus, it's

free and since Google has developed Android, you probably already have the basic

map program. Google Maps is also pre-installed on iPhone, and while both ver-

sions meet my minimum specs (above) Google Navigation (still in Beta Version) for

Android has more features. However, both versions provide suggestions for various
routes show traffic on major streets, and Navigator provides voice navigation. If you go to the Android App
store (click the icon at left) and search for GPS you’ll come up with a list of possibilties - and most of them
have free trial versions.

You can get a free Android download for Google Navigation from the Google website (http://www.google.
com/mobile/navigation/ ) and | am hopeful that Google will develop an iOS version of Navigation for
iPhone/iPad in the near future! From any phone’s browser go to m.google.com for the latest!

An app more comparable to Google Navigator for iPhone/iPad is MotionX Compass for =y
iPad/iPod: this 99-cent app has most of the features of Google Navigator and a built-in {@ iPud;.
compass besides. | really like the interface: you can choose 2D, 3D, and traffic views, plus P
it will give you either fastest or shortest routes, and it is integrated with a set of features to j] iPad
provide you with nearby restaurants, hospitals, gas stations, points of interest, etc. You =
have to have the device to access the Apple iOS app store. H iPhone

If you want more, then depending on your preference, you can go from free to costly: for example,
Waze is a free, social GPS app that has real potential for your iPhone/iPad: besides providing an easy to
use interface, it uses crowd sourcing so you can benefit from fellow drivers and also share your own data
on traffic impediments such as general slowdowns, speed cameras, etc. GPS Essentials is pretty good
and has several versions from free to low-cost for Android. A little further up the price scale, Sygic uses
TomTom maps, and is available for both Android and iPhone/iPad, but it you want real time traffic and other
features, those are by subscription, purchased separately by country. For my purposes, I'll stick with the
free and nearly free. But (and this is pretty important in my opinion), look at the user ratings for the current
version to help inform your decision.

I'd really like to know any particular topics you might want discussed - just email me at:
webmistress@bmwccasonora.com

Happy driving — more next time!
15
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