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A Vermillion Red F25 X3 with the M-Sport Package is the 
2,000,000th BMW to roll off the assembly line of the Greer 
factory, with an increase in production following shortly. 
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By Michael Mitchell 
 

BMW launched their 2 millionth 
BMW car produced at the Greer, SC 
plant on 1/12/12.  This 2M vehicle was a 
X3 xDrive35i in Vermilion Red Metallic 
with the M Sport Package. Their launch 
campaign "We Made It" was attended by 
many of the BMW executives along with 
many of the SC elected officials.  For the 
plant Associates that couldn't be at the 
press launch, could view everything 
on the internal BMW TV system around 
the plant. 
 

The plant first broke ground 20 
years ago in 1992.  They officially opened 
in 1994 and produced the E36 318i 
sedan.  It took 11 years to build the 
first million cars.  The one millionth car 
was a Z4 roadster.  It took less 
than six years to produce the next 
million.   Currently, BMW produces all 
the X3, X5, and X6 models for the 
worldwide markets.  BMW had a record 
producing year in Greer with 276,065 
units.  This is up a whopping 73 
percent over last year.   
 

BMW is planning to add 300 jobs 
in 2012 to their 7,000 in house 
Associates. By 2014, they want to 
increase to 8,000 in house 
Associates.  They will raise production to 
300,000 units in 2012 and up to 350,000 
per year by 2014.  It was announced that 
a new model X4 would be added to the 
line.  No details on what the vehicle will 
look like.  My assumption, look at the X6 
coupe compared to the X5.  I believe the 
X4 will be a coupe version of the X3.   
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The 2M BMW X3 will remain in the factories 
collection of cars.  They have the first BMW to roll off the 
line, as well as the 1M Z4 and the 2M X3. They also have 
other special vehicles, like the last Z3 Roadster, last M 
Coupe, and the last Z3 M Roadster to roll off the line. 
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Happy New Year!!  As I sit here writing this I am planning my trip 
to Daytona for the 24-hour race.  I’m looking forward to another good 
year for BMW motorsport.  They have plenty of talent and their cars are 
better than ever.  I salute BMW and the impact they have made with 
the V8 M3.  It will be interesting to see how the new F3X M3 is utilized 
in the racing program.  More to come…  
 

We are also preparing to attend the BMW CCA Chapter 
Congress in Dallas, along with representatives from every other 
chapter in the US. The event is billed as “The Congress will focus on 
developing a strategic plan for your chapter, new member recruitment, 
membership retention, officer training, officer roundtables/idea 
exchange, working with your local dealerships, and chapter 
accounting.” We are sending four representatives:  Ronn Hale, Dan 
Collins, Michael Mitchell, and myself.  We’ll share more with you as we 
learn more. 

Finally, you may or may not know that all federal subsidies for 
Ethanol production ended in 2011.  We know that ethanol is not 
economically feasible without either subsidies or an increase in the 
price of gas.  I bet we get the price increase.  Ethanol ruins engines, 
fuel systems and destroys performance, and even NASCAR mandates 
that any ethanol used in their racecars is not mixed into the gasoline 
until the day of the race. They are aware that the alcohol mixture in 
ethanol absorbs water and retards performance, but ethanol is 
promoted as if it’s the greatest thing since sliced bread.  Has the 
ethanol industry have been subsidizing NASCAR using our tax dollars?  
We need to start administering truth serum in this country. 

I’d like to encourage you to reach out to your lawmakers to 
support deemphasizing mandated ethanol mixtures and stand firm 
against the President’s blockage of the pipeline from Canada, so that 
our own oil will come to the US instead of China.  Does that really 
make any sense at all?  Especially, now that there is now absolute 
confirmation that the US has more oil in the Midwest than in many of 
the middle-eastern countries do. We need this oil as we search for 
alternate power technologies and to keep our money at home.  Please 
buy American if at all possible. 

See you around SC, 

           Dwayne Welcome Aboard! 
We are excited to welcome 
Ryan Boerboom to the team as 
the new Regional Vice-
President for the Charleston 
area! Ryan can be reached at 
rboerboom@gmail.com 
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From the Editor 
Happy New Year! 

Things are looking brighter, literally. Since December 21st, the days are getting longer, 
the temperature sure has to start rising eventually and there is lots of good buzz coming from 
Munich. The Roadster is back to being a “Made in the USA” publication for the duration, as I 
am back from Germany. While it is disappointing to get on the highway to follow somebody in 
the left lane going 60 MPH in a 70 zone and not be able to go 140 MPH past the police, it feels 
great to be back home.  

As we are in the middle of this southern 
winter, complete with humidity and cold winds 
(at least in the Upstate), we do have some 
stuff in the pipeline for you guys. We have a 
new Regional Vice President in Charleston and 
are looking for new things to bring you at a 
national conference in February. At any rate, I 
am going to go back to counting down the 
days until I can open the sunroof and not see 
my breath anymore.    Dan 

Left: The 2,000,000th BMW built in South Carolina. 
a Vermillion Red, F25 X3. Photo Michael Mitchell 2012 
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By Dan Collins 
 

Munich – The BMW Welt and Museum in 
Munich attract countless visitors every year. 
Some visitors are rabid gear heads while others 
wouldn’t know the difference between two cars 
beyond which key starts it. No matter whom I tell I 
am going to Munich and how well they know that 
or me I am interested in cars; they without fail 
direct me to the BMW Museum. This holiday 
season, there were more special visitors than the 
lit up replica of “Santa’s” 507 full of gifts. 
 

The Red Carpet was laid on December 9th 
for the European premiere of Mission Impossible: 
Ghost Protocol. The BMW Welt wasn’t chosen for 
it’s architectural traits or merit as a venue, but 
rather BMW’s renewed involvement in Film. For 
years, BMW hadn’t marketed its cars through 
Hollywood and this is the first major film that they 
played a role in. They did more than supply the 
cars for the film, too, the ConnectedDrive systems 
in the X3 and 6 series were integral to some of the 
trick driving Tom Cruise did in Dubai. The 
wrecked 650 convertible and X3 from the movie 
are currently covered in sand, cameras and film 
lights in the lobby of the BMW Museum, opposite 
the BMW Welt.   
 

Expect to see BMW in more Hollywood 
flicks in the future, but for now some pictures 
from the event, and of what happens when you 
drive a 650i like Ethan Hunt through Dubai. 

Rolling out the Red 
Carpet in Munich 

Photo Dan Collins 2012 
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Certified  3M  Scotchguard  Paint

Protection  Clear  Bra  Installer

3M  Venture  Shield

&  Xpel  Certified

843-568-0247

875  B  Walt  Miller  Rd.,    Mt.  Pleasant

All  Clear  Bra  kits  are  cut  using

Xpel  DAP  Software

Only  dedicated  Clear  Bra

facility  in  the  Lowcountry

Llumar  Window  Film  Installer

    All  films  are  Lifetime  Warranty  

&  Block  99%  uva/uvb

3M  Scotchprint  1080  Wrap  Film

Black  Carbon  Fiber,  Silver  Carbon  Fiber,  

Matte  Military  Green,  Matte  Black,  

Matte  White,  Matte  Silver  

Offering  Nano  Ceramic  Films

875  B  Walt  Miller  Rd.,    Mt.  Pleasant,  SC  29464

BMW is at it again. Gone are the days of the 
3, 5 and 7 and in comes yet another variant, this 
time aimed at the Audi A7, Porsche Panamera and 
Mercedes CLS: This is the BMW 6 Series Gran 
Coupé. Set to be unveiled in March in Geneva, this 
four-door coupe is set to bring the unmistakable 
design of the new F12/F13 six series to a slightly 
more utilitarian body. The Media Campaign is set 
to launch in the second quarter of 2012 with the 
car following soon thereafter. What do you think? 

6 Series Gran Coupé 

Want an Electric 1? 
Starting January 20, you can apply to become an 
“Electronaut” and drive one of 700 2012 1 Series 
ActiveE all electric vehicles. Interested? Apply 
online at www.bmwusa.com/ActiveE The only 
catch? You have to live in Boston, Hartford, Los 
Angeles, Sacramento, San Diego or San Francisco. 
There are EV charging stations in Greenville, 
though the 1 series ActiveE may be closer to South 
Carolina than you think. 

Photo 2012 BMW AG 

2011 BMW AG 
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Welcome New Members 
Name City Name City 
Ron Angner Bluffton Dana Kordylewska Hilton Head Island 
Tammie Barr Simpsonville Marisa Lappin Greer 
Luke Bracken Easley Jim Lindsey Simpsonville 
Spencer Branham Simpsonville William Lloyd Greenville 
Azha Burroughs Greenville James Maxey Taylors 
Clara Burroughs Greenville Lorraine Maxey Taylors 
Connie Buto Greenville Ronald McKinney Greenville 
Thomas Buto Greenville Mitchell Meisenholder Greenville 
Jose Cabrera Greenville Taylor Nance Simpsonville 
Ray Carci Columbia John Pentaleri Greenville 
Micaela Anne Cisson Taylors Barry Pettit Spartanburg 
Connor Clark Simpsonville Chad Priest Summerville 
Kevin Cook Simpsonville Brandon Rattray Travelers Rest 
Dustin Croft Simpsonville Devin Roberts Easley 
Robert Davis Chapin Jacob Russell Simpsonville 
Michelle De Santis Charleston Riley Seyffert Greer 
Sarah Dunn Simpsonville Arielle St Arnaud Simpsonville 
David Eskinazi Mount Pleasant Kyle Steffee Greer 
Joseph Evans Chapin John Stone Daniel Island 
Mark Flanagan Simpsonville Miller Taylor Simpsonville 
Alex Fallego Mauldin Dick Trammell Mount Pleasant 
David Godwin Greenville Abney Wallace Greenwood 
Trevor Hanna Greer Russell Warren Kiawah Island 
Matt Henderson Laurens David West Anderson 
Rya Kaplan Mount Pleasant Courtney Wilson Easley 
Chris King Greer Caleb Yaryan Goose Creek 
 

Saturday, February 18: BMW and Porsche Swap Meet between Carolinas PCA and BMW CCA Tar Heel 
and Sandlapper Chapters. At Touring Cars Inc. 300 Seaboard Drive, Matthews, NC 28104. Come get 
ready for the spring driving and tracking season! Set up from 8-9, shopping from 9-1, no charge for 
vendors or shoppers. FMI, Contact John Meek at 803.324.4994 or at jmeek911@aol.com 

The Upstate Monthly Meeting for February will be held on February 20th (same day and time as usual) at 
Century BMW at 2934 Laurens Road in Greenville. Stay tuned to e-mail for any updates. 

Upcoming Events 
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1996 Z3 - 1.9L 5spd 78,000 miles Dark Green, BMW Car Club 1st place concours winner - 
always garaged, Beige Leather & power seats in addition to standard features. Aftermarket 
goodies include: Downing Atlanta Supercharger producing 200+ hp / 200+ ft. lbs, Car weighs 
under 2,700 lbs. and has superior F/R weight distribution than 6cyl. Has better gas mileage than 
stock engine, Fondmetal "plus one" 17" alloys, HMS Rollbar, 4pt. "Competition" Harness with 
Harness Bar, Racing Dynamics Stress Bar, Blistein HD Shocks, Scorpion Free Flow Exhaust, 
Nose and lower bumper bras, K & N Air Filter. Plus these Extras: Original 16" Factory Alloys in 
excellent condition, Original intake manifold system, Premium car cover with locking cable. 
Asking $15,000. Call Tom 864.944.8010.    12/11 

2002 M3 convertible - Carbon Black with Cinnamon Leather interior! - Black Soft Top, 
SMG, Leather Power Seats with Lumbar, Park Distance Control, Rain Sensing Wipers, Bi-
Xenon Headlights, Harman-Kardon. Always Garaged, Maintenance better than Scheduled 
Records. Enthusiast Owned and Maintained, Red-Line Fluids, Looks, Runs & Drives Great 
Original MSRP = $60,595.00, 61,650 miles. Asking $19.995. Charlotte 704.651.1522   09/11 

Classifieds 

2008 528i Sedan -  Sapphire Black Metallic exterior with gray interior. Unbelievably well 
maintained by a very particular owner. Garaged so all surfaces are like new. Steptronic 
automatic transmission with electronic gear selection, Moonroof, Navigation, Premium Sound 
System, Sirius Satellite Radio, Bluetooth, Keyless Entry with Push Button Start. 3.0 Liter DOHC 
engine with EPA Highway rating of 27mpg. Weathertech trunk mat, tasteful 30% tint on rear 
windows and New Tires. Protected by factory extended warranty until 3/2014 or 100K miles 
(47K miles now). Asking $30,950. Call 828.280.7118.    11/11 

Sandlapper Chapter Pins/Decals 
Decals and static clings with the new chapter logo. Both the decals 
and static clings are approx 3.5 x 2.75 inches. The decals are for the 
outside of your window, helmet, tool box or anything else. The static 
clings are for the inside of your window. 
We also have chapter logo pins.  The leftover stock of pins and 
decals with the shield logo will be available at regional meetings, or 
if you live more than 50 miles from the closest one, contact Dwayne 
Mosley at dwaynemosley@sandlapperbmw.org 
 

For Sale - A pair of BMW E46 M3 front seats, Grey leather, electric operated. The passenger 
seat is in great shape. The drive seat has some miner cracks in the leather, but no tears. These 
are located at our storage unit. Local pickup only. located off Pelham Rd. between I-85 and 
highway 14. contact Michael at the BMW CCA Foundation: 
864.329.1919  mmitchell@bmwccafoundation.org  Greenville S.C.    08/11 
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